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da{fs der ert durch seıne Vorarbeıten un den vorlıegenden Kommentar einen reich-
haltıgen Beıtrag ZUr Erschließung dieser allzu lange wen1g beachteten neutestamentlı-
hen Schriften geleıistet hat Vıelmehr wollen S1e anerkennend bezeugen, WI1e sehr
AanNnregt, ihnen die gebührende Aufmerksamkeit zuzuwenden. ENGEL S}

GIBLIN, (HARLES, H 9 The 00R of Revelation: The Upen 00R of Prophecy (Good New
Studies 34) Collegeville/MI: Liturgical Press 1991 231
For those whom the Apocalypse seemed INaze oft colorful, but incomprehensible

MYSTETrY, (526 COMMENTAFrY 1$ better than Arıadne’s thread In clear, COoncıse ashiıon
lays OUuUtL persuasıvely the underlying SIEIrUuCLUre of the book, showıing Man Yy concentrIictormal developments an the striıkıng correspondences Varıous ot the
work As such ıt would SErTrVE fine textbook, but It 1S, SUSPECTL, tar more than that.
For NCeEe the STIructLuUure of such imagıinatıvely creatıve book has een uncovered
and anclent writers generally employed VE clear structural development of their the-
SCS the IMOSLT important Step interpreting Its meanıngz has een accomplıshed. How-
CMVGT: much John May borrow trom the Old Testament and make reterences
worshiıp and ımperı1a| polıcıes, hıs VISION 15 hıs OWN, NnOL bound striıctly reporting ofthıstorical tacts. So CXPEITIS LO  ®) are bound learn much from (.°s analysıs.Havıng consıdered the prologue an: the etters the Churches, tack-
les the central portion f John’s heavenly VIS1ION (4:1 Atter introduction otthe maın characters before the heavenly throne an the definition of the Lamb’s centralrole In openıng the sealed scroll, three serl1es of climaectical crescendos INOVE from the

unsealıngs the Irumpet blasts the lıbatıon-bowls of divine wrath
4A5 the Lamb’s trıumph an the Day ot the Lord realıze themselves. In the first
res the sıxth element 15 enlarged introduce tittingly the seventh element that leadsımmediately the {(SXt ser1es of The seventh trumpet blast POrtLrays the real VIC-
LO of the Lamb, who stands ıth hıs tollowers at the CeNter (14:1—5) ot the CON-
centrıic revelatıon of the tıinal battle and ItSs assured OUtcome hat OUtCOMeE 15 assuredthrough the Ooutpourıng of the lıbation-bowls:; the sıxth of thıs serl1es 15 onlyslıghtly expanded, but Just enough emphasıze the final, cataclysm destroy-ing Od’s enemıies. The fall of Babylon marks the sımultaneous arrıval of the heavenlyJerusalem, CVOBn ıf the latter has be described atter the tormer. For In God’s plan all 15
assured. The Lamb’s word alone, the sword trom Hıs mouth, WINS the victory, andthere 15 eed tor graphic descriptions of battle scCeNnNES Babylon’s tall involves the de-
struction ot the Lamb’s maın adversaries: beast and talse prophet, Satan an hıs hordes,Death an the Grave. They S destroyed 1n the reverse order of their introduction.
Sımultaneous wıth Babylon’s fall the heavenly Jerusalem descends trom heaven her
marrıage wıth the Lamb final analysıs reveals how fıttingly the conclusion an ep1-logue round off the tinal victory in Jerusalem’s descent an touch agaın themes of theprologue. Throughout hıs analysıs stressed the dominant theme otf the Holy War,od’s of prıde, without, however, neglecting the SLIıroNg lıturgıcal emphasesthat mark the Apocalypse's SEIruCLUre

NOVvICEe In apocalyptical speculatıon ıke myself ll find It hard tault the maınline of C378 persuasıve analysıs. advantage ot hıs interpretatiıon CONsIısts 1n ItSs
exclusıon otf temporal fabrications of the ftuture. For the Apocalypse oes NOL Z1ve tem-
porally sequentıal description of comıng attractıons (Or horrors) but rather
rNOoUSs elements of the Lamb’s Victory that 15 already assured from heaven an 15breaking into the PresSCNtL world of SIN, oppressıion, anı corruption. Not phantasmago-rical speculatıon but the central Christological meanıng of hıstory wıth ItSs call for CON-

Conversiıon 15 intended by John’s Vis1ıON that extends far beyond history from Its
SOUTrCEe and ItSs conclusıon In eternity betore od’s throne. Indeed the typıcal NewTestament balance between the divine „already;” accomplıshed by God in Christ’s lıfe,death, anı resurrection, „the Lamb sacrıtiıced from the unıverse’s creatiıon, ” anthe „NOLT yet,“ condıtioned by reedom ın the remaınıng time betore the end, 15 ell
maıntained In thıs myster10us book closing the New Testament. Sımılarly In ASC that15 growıng WCAaTrY of ınner-world Utopıias an longs tor salvatıon from beyond thıs
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world, the Apocalypse maıntaıns the Just balance between bearıng faithful wıtness In thıs
world, thereby preparıng tor Its recreation, an the transcendence of .od’s Cre-
atıve sovereı1gnty. Not fanatıcısm but fıdelity an charıty ATEC demanded of the hrı-
st1ans lıvyıng 1n the en tiıme before the en

Despite the excellence ot (3 26 interpretation, tew minor pOINtS remaın where the
W as NOL entirely CONVINCINE. (35:s identitication of the 144 000Ö Israelıtes 7:4)

wıth the innumerable multitude trom CVEIY natıon WEn the basıs of the correlatıon
of visual an audıtory revelatıons mMay NOL be quıte Ssınce the 144 000 ATC later
identitied the „fırst fruuts“ of the redeemed perhaps they ATE representatıve of
wıthout being ıdentical wıth the astl multıtude of the saved. Furthermore, oes nNnOL the
000 VCar realm teach us be lıttle caretul about the sımultaneıty „1N metahıi-
storıcal dımension“ of Babylon’s destruction an the New Jerusalem’s arrıyal?
Irenaeus, wh.; AIlle from Asıa Mınor an NEW Polycarp, John’s dıscıple, maıntaıned
SLIroNg miıllennıal interpretation of the en times. Finally, ven while wrıiting „John oes
NOL develop the Eucharistic celebration 1n of the lıturgy of the sacrament, ”

enumerated reterences the Eucharistic celebratıon an thanksgıvıng. But he INaYy
ave overlooked the notlions of sacrıtice and adoration that the Eucharıist Iso entaıls,
elements that ave remaıned central the Eastern tradıtion. The Lamb sacrıtıced
stands wiırch the OMNC seated the throne the Center of unıversal worship.

Our final poınt of diasgreement CONCETN (3 76 interpretation of the clothed
wıth the Ssu'ı 21 f} lımıted her „d heavenly LypC, NOL gy1ven iındıyıdual PEISON,
much less gıven historical institution.“ She 15 supposed represent „the Israel
oft old“ an „the mother of Christians.“ Marıan interpretation allegedly oes NOL fal-
SILy the text’s meanıng but 15 only 1ts „DPOoetIC homıiletic application.“ Nonetheless, ıf
the an the Lamb ATC the only heavenly characters wh: play personal role ıIn
the earthly drama, why should hıistorical iıdentification be allowed for the Lamb but
denied the woman” She 15 the mother tirst of Christ an then of Christians CL225.1:73;
an thıs connection had Iready een made 1n the Johannıne tradıtion (Jn 19:26 E
Furthermore, despite (5.°s reterence Feuillet’s artıcle NRITA99 19774
191—196), 1t 15 NOL clear that the MAartyrs sacrıtiıced 6:9) ATTC those of the Old Testa-
ment. The Israel of 144 01010 follows the Lamb an the Apocalypse prescinds from
an Y consıderations ot the relatıon of Old New Testaments;, see1ıng In the later but the
ErHe Israel of God, whıich by tıdelity In time has transcended time. Feuillet’s
employs from other New Testament works (Mt 253:51—55; I Jn 3:423 but NnNOL
from the Apocalypse. The ack of explıcıt reterence Jesus ın (as opposed sımılar
phrases wiıth the reterence in 122 1 2:1 19:4; 20:4) Oes NOL constıitute SUTEC Argu-
ment but rather leads the eed of completing the phrase wiıth reference Jesus.
Most probably the „souls“ of 6:9 1n A0  R There the Judgment they earlıer
quested 15 g1ven them those who dıd nNnOLT worshiıp the beast hıs dol AT added
them ıIn accordance wıth the promıse of

few typographical OTTOTrsSs should be noted ın thiıs excellent study: /0, should
read „SIX wıngs” instead of „seven WwIngs ; 126, 20 should read „cConcentric“ 1n -
stead of schiastic.: 154, 15 cshould read „C“ instead ot „B « hıs 15 book highly
recommende MCDERMOTT d}
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POUCHET, ROBERT, Basıle le grand et SOn UNLVUETS d’amıs d’apres correspondance. Une
strategıe de communıon (Studıa Ephemeridıs ‚Augustin1anum‘ 36). Rom 1992
802
Unter den verschiedenen Kirchenväterbriefsammlungen der zweıten Hältte des
Jahrhunderts kommt dem Ar D sıcher echte Briete umtassenden Briefcorpus Basılıus’?

des Gr. aus verschiedenen Gründen eine gyanz besondere Bedeutung Dı1e Brietfe gel-
ten als Muster des Genres, S1e enthalten eıne Fülle VO Informationen ber wichtige
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