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danke über das absolute Licht der Vernunttf be1 Schelling 1ın anderer Form wiıeder,
und uch Hegel geht 1m rund nıcht über das hinaus, »  d>d schon 1m Denken Fichtes
und Schellings enthalten war Eın Personenregister beschliefßt den Bd

hetert 1ın seinem Werk eine interessante und originelle Analyse der Probleme der
Erkenntnistheorie. Er sıch nıcht 1Ur mıt ıhren Hauptrichtungen, sondern uch mıt
den Grundfragen der syllogistischen Logık auseinander und tührt S1e eıner spekula-
t1ven metaphysischen Lösung. eın entscheidender Grundgedanke 1st dıe Al-Einheit
des absoluten Seins, die jenseı1ts aller Differenzierungen alles umta{ßt un! VO der allein
her ÜHSere Erkenntnis befriedigend erklären 1St. Often bleibt die Frage, dieses
eın metaphysısch 1m Verhältnis Ott und der Welt ansıedelt. ber diese Frage be-
trifft die Metaphysık un: die Religionsphilosophie, denen sıch 1n anderen Werken
geäußert hat. SCHÖNDORF

POSSIBILITY AN.  - REALITY. Metaphysıcs and Realıty. Edited by Hans oOtt and Vitezlav
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As basıc categorıes of human thinkiıng possıbilıty and realıty ave exercıised tascına-

tiıon tor phılosophers diverse Arıstotle an Bertran: Russell. Indeed, the modal
rYy of possıbilıty has een consıdered be the approprıate hield of research tor phı-
losophy which SEeISs ıtself the objective ot abstracting trom the empirıcal realm consıder
what 888 ht be the ıf such and such sıtuatiıon Were the Case. In world dedicatedflooking the tacts and seekıng OUuUtL the scientihc truth of the actual of affairs Call
there be anı y poıint research 1Into what the STAatus ot the possible 15 ? Thıs tourth volume
ot studies logıc, lınguistic phılosophy and metaphysıcs, published wıth contributions
1n both Englısh and German, SECIS Out chow that ACTOSS5 the less anı less straight for-
ward divide of analytical anı continental philosophy reflection the of poss1bi-
lıty aM realıty 15 still of CONLTEMPOrAarY importance. The twelve authors of thıs volume,
orıgınatıng trom the Czech Republıic, Slovakıa and German speakıng countrıes consıder

varıety of 1CSs concerned wiıth questi10ons of possıbilıty and realıty trom the
points of 1eW of theP1StOry of philosophy, logı1c, semantıcs, philosophical mathematiıcs,
lıiterature anı sc1entific anı fictional torms of discourse. In all twelve contributions dif-
ferent tacet of the dialeectic of poss1bilıty anı reality 15 consıdered and pr esented iın WaYy
1n which the specılalist logician and the general philosopher Can both An helpful and
stiımulatıng ACCOUNT of thıs age-old philosophical problem.

The helpful introduction the volume, wriıtten by the editors, reviews the hıstory of
philosophical reflection thıs Matter and introduces the reader the logıcal and
tological divıde which has Iso at times transterred the geographical and stylıstıc di-
ıde between continental and analytic philosophy. Should the relatiıon between poss1bil-
ıty and realıty be consıdere: WaVYSs 1in which thınk modes of being, indeed

both? Can One speak of degrees modes of being that allow ftor logical and ontologı-
cal possıbilities between being and NOL being? Questions such As these provıde the
ftramework wıthin which the Varıo0us contributions thıs volume Ooperate and seek
oftfer SOTINE clarıfication. Following the ead of research in modal principles 1n both
modal logic and analytical ontology the editors NOTtLe that in comıng better under-
standıng ot the possible OIl Iso at the SaImlnle time better understandıng of the
I ylaws which make of the possıble. However, the editors poınt OUut that the
chicken and relatıon between possıbilıty anı realıty 15 OILC that still ıvıdes meta-Rphysicians Z1C1aNS.

The Airst LW contributions the volume by [ Jwe Meıxner anı Markus Hundeck both
use historically important ebates 1n metaphysıcs consıder CONtEMPOrarYy 1Ssues.
Meıixner shows that the ancıent CONCEPL of necess1ity already carrıed wıth ıt several dif-
terent ConNceptions of necessity of which today only the aspect of form-necessıity (nomo-
logical neCessity) 15 still live option. Hundeck, the other hand takes hıs historical 1N-
spıratıon trom Spinoza’s metaphysıcs ot substance and hıs theory of treedom. Following
several CONteEMpOrary philosophers such 4S Gılles Deleuze, Yırmıyahu Yovel and Steven
Nadler, Hundeck that Spinoza 15 still ımportant inspıratıon for CONcelVINg of
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ethical notion of possıble reedom wıthın SYyStem of phılosophical immanence. In
Sıgmund Bonk’s artıcle the CaLegorYy of tiıme 15 sed reflect uDON the ontologıcal STAatus
of the Past. In what Cal the Past be sa1d be actual? Borrowıiıng Hans Jonas’sunderstandıng of the enduring of the past, and Anselm’s tor the
LY existence of God, he that meanıngtul discussion of the past requiıresthat OILC admıt the of the past 1n the mınd of God discussıion of the philo-sophıcal implications of virtual realıty preoccupıes Vitezlav Horak 1in hıs consıderation
of the ontological STAatus of siımulations. Following tradıtion going back
Plato anı drawıng Wıttgenstein an Frege, he defends the 1eW that virtual realıtyshould be consıdered be innovatıve but stil] basıcally pıctorı1al CategoOrY. He urther
Argucs that the WdY 1n which vırtual realıty works 15 NOL necessarıly tied the 3A1tatıon of realıty an thus need NOL be consıdere: be tIrue talse 'aroslav Peregrin’sfocuses the dıtferent 1Casons tor which invent possible worlds 1n lıterature,
sc1encCe, philosophy and logıc. He looks at the ditferent tunctions of possıble worlds ın
these domains and concludes by suggesting that the metaphysıcal claıms made by POSS-ble worlds should NOL be used ground the claims of logic. On the CONLFAarY, he Argucsthat 1t 15 lıterary and the laws of logıic that AL the basıs of such SCHICS of possibleworlds. Ondrej Majer'’s contribution reflects the ımportant relatiıon between SS1-
bilıty and probability. Hıs discussıon pOoINts OUL Just how objective, subjective log1-cal interpretations of probabiılıty Operate wıthiın the tramework of possible worlds
Moreover, he shows how the CaLegory of possibility SOCS beyond that of probabilıty.hıs logically ollows from hıs definition of possıbılıty 4S the alternative that which 15
the CdsSCcC 1n the world and thus which consequently has deal wıth LLNOTIC alternatıves 1n
possible worlds The er three contributions focus in different WdYS the question of
the representation of metaphysıcal modalıtıes 1n tormal languages. Vladimir Svoboda
consıders thıs question by examınatıon of Pavel Tichy’s Transparent Intentional
Logıc, Frantısek Gaher by consıderation of the different connotatıons that the
ot necess1ity anı possibility have 1n ordınary language an 1n the tormal language of logicand Hannes Leigeb consıders the TINOTEC tundamental question of whether iıt 15 possıble for
metaphysıcal modalıities be represented by tormal languages all In Gu1ido Löhrer’s
contribution the tocus of attention shıtts Davıdson’s method of truth 1n metaphysıcs.Löhrer Argucs that It 15 1NECCSSaL V modalize the conception of proof avoı1d the CON-

of OmnıscIlenNCe 1n Davıdson’s method The viabılity of the Turing Test
tor determinıng the CESSECNCE of thınkıng OCCUpIES Wolfgang Hınzen 1n hıs COIMN-

trıbution. He consıders the Turıng est be tunctionalıist mechanıiıcal model of thoughtthat oes NOL correspond the laws governing the specıficıty of thinking in the human
mınd The final contribution thıs volume 15 by Hans Ott. He tackles the difficult 1ssue
of dıstinguishing metaphysıcal trom epistemi1Cc nNeECESSILY 1n ordınary language condiı-
tional STtatements As condıtionals CXDICSS varıably restricted neCcessIty they thus permitVarıous possible interpretations. Rott reviews number of rules for interpreting indica-
t1ve and subjunctive condıtionals anı concludes that by etault subjunctive condıiıtionals
reter LO restricted metaphysical necess1ity and indicatıve condıtionals epistemi1C 6CcCecsS$$S-
ILY. Essentially he understands subjunctıve condıiıtional be hypothetical deviation
and indicatıve condıtional be actual ACCOUNT ot something described ın the CON-
dıtional’s antecedent. He concludes by arguıng that when the tıme of the antecedent PIEe-cedes that of the CONSCQUCNT, are Justified 1n consıdering the distincetion between
metaphysical anı epıstemi1c necessity be torm of beliet update. Nevertheless, ven
thıs distinetion breaks OoOWn when condıtıionals reter the future.

Thıs volume has 4s Its objective bring together different approaches the QJUCS-tions of possibility and reality dealt ıth 1n continental metaphysics anı analytıcal logıc.As such It 15 be welcome: contribution bridging academic divide that has
een and indeed often stil] 15 ideological. No less ımportant 1n thıs volume 15 the bridgebuilt through COININON research carrıed Out between of Eastern and Western Eu-
LODC, (Ine Can only hope that ILOTEC collaborative projJects ıke thiıs will help break
divıde that has isolated Eastern an Western Europe anı revented real NCOUNLTLE be-

dıtferent research tradıtions 1n logic, lınguistic phı osophy and metaphysıics.
ARROLL
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